
The Village Painters 
An affiliated Chapter of the International Society of Decorative Painters 

 
Minutes of the General Meeting 

June 7, 2007 
 

The meeting was called to order by the President, Susan Rhodes, at 7:03 p.m. 
 
The President announced the resignation of Jeanette Nyland as Secretary and noted that Debra Houts would take over 
the Secretarial duties; Karen Copeland was also welcomed as the new Historian.  Susan detailed information regarding 
the Heritage Decorative Artists sponsoring a bus trip to HOOT on August 16

th
, leaving 6:30 a.m. and returning the same 

day at 9:00 p.m.  Applications are due no later than July 1
st
.  Announcement was made of a new product contest with 

FolkArt with a September due date.  Contestants should notify Susan for the appropriate materials.   
 
The President noted that Jan Nyland participated in the SDP Leadership Conference at which the Village Painters  
received an award for the 20

th
 year of affiliation with SDP, plus a chapter achievement award for a 28 percent increase in 

membership for 2006.  The chapter received a medal and a banner patch to commemorate these achievements.  Jan 
will have a report of the meeting in the next newsletter. 
 
Susan presented a new SDP chapter challenge opportunity, “Share the Magic of Painting”, which will award prizes to 
chapters who grow and recruit new members.  Awards will include a 3-day seminar with Neadeen Masters, a $1,000 
Royal Brush prize, and a $500 Loew Cornell prize, plus other Honorable Mention prizes for the top 10 chapters. 
 
Susan presented a $50 award to Gail Barton for her participation in selling the most raffle tickets for the Spring Fling  
baskets.  A $50 check will be sent to Mary Coffman’s family for her participation in the largest sale in the Silent Auction. 
 
Vice President - Jean Belluz gave special thanks to Nancy Wheeler for preparing the pence for the Spring Fling  
participants.  Nancy has also agreed to prepare pence for the Publicity sale.  Jean reported that new member Sharon 
Ferguson will teach a project for the February 2008 meeting; Margaret Pedersen is slated to teach the club logo on fabric 
in October.  The August meeting will feature a 20

th
 birthday celebration potluck which will include a gift exchange.  

 
Laura Schumont spoke briefly about the pot raffle, explaining that the proceeds would be donated to Angela Hospice in 
Livonia. 
 
Secretary – The minutes from the April 5, 2007 meeting were approved and filed. 
 
Treasurer - Kathy Fischer reported a total of $16,824.05 on deposit for Village Painters.  The Bobbie Campbell seminar 
resulted in a loss of $83.85; however the club actually saved $578.00 because Royal Brush Company paid for Bobbie’s 
travel and motel expenses. 
 
Membership - Charlene DeBaske reported there are 93 paid members and introduced new member Victoria Thompson. 
 
Education ï 2007 Maureen McWilliams reported for Louise Brown that signup for the Reward Seminar with Peggy  
Trabalka has begun; members need to order the wood piece immediately or may use their own surface.  Prudy Vannier’s 
“Paint With Us” is scheduled for December 1

st
 and will cost $12 per person.  Members are encouraged to bring a  

non-painter or new painter and a dish to pass.   
 
For 2008, Maureen and Paula are planning a Spring Tea and Seminar and are evaluating possible teachers, including a 
china painter.  They have made a deposit for the Fall Retreat and will pick projects soon for the Sherry Nelson seminar. 
 
Library ï The Van Dalens reported that the library has several new books and the Sherry Nelson background video will 
be available in August. 
 
Historian – Karen Copeland stated that she has taken possession of the historical scrapbooks from past years but  
several books are missing.  The following books are missing:  1988, 1989, 1991, 1992, 1994, 1997, and 2002.  She also 
has unfinished books for 2004, 2005, and 2006.  Sally Thirjung is currently storing all of the books. 
 
Memory Boxes ï Nancy Silver noted the large number of boxes that were on display during the meeting and reminded 
members to finish the inside and bottom of the boxes.  Members should also put their name on the box or on a slip of 
paper to receive pence. 
 
 


