
The Village Painters 
An affiliated Chapter of the International Society of Decorative Painters 

Minutes of the General Meeting  February 7, 2008 

 
 

President – Susan Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 
Vice President - Jean Belluz began by asking members who participated in the Valentine’s contest  
to parade and a prize was given to the winning member.  She also noted the new setup of two 
rooms now available for the general meetings.  Future programs will involve Memory Box painting in 
April and Adopt-a-Family ornament painting in June.  Jan Kaplan said that patterns can be 
downloaded free from Artist’s Club. If members participate in these programs, they will be eligible to 
win a craft store gift certificate which will be drawn at 9:30 at those meetings.   
Jean also thanked Sharon Ferguson for the evening’s project; Maureen McWilliams and Paula  
Atkinson also received thanks from the group for the painting challenge.  Future painting challenge 
ideas should be coordinated with Jean. 
Secretary – The minutes from the October 4th meeting were approved and filed. 
Treasurer - Kathy Fischer reported a total of $19,852.70 on deposit for Village Painters for the year 
ending 2007. January’s income was $248.94 and expenses were $721.41 with a current balance of 
$19,380.23. Prior to the meeting, the Board agreed to let Kathy invest funds in a Money Market  
account or Certificate of Deposit per her discretion and ease. 
Membership - Charlene DeBaske reported a membership total of 98 with 54 persons present at the 
meeting.  She reminded members to sign in for participation in winning a Starbuck’s prize. 
Newsletter – no report. 
2008 Education - The Spring Tea will be held on March 15

th
 and a few openings remain.  Paula  

Atkinson asked members for help in providing a 60‖ round tablecloth and an electric hot plate for 
heating water. 
The Sherry Nelson seminar is full with the exception of one available Sunday opening.  A waiting list 
is also available.  Maureen McWilliams asked the participants for help in providing TVs and remotes. 
The Fall Retreat projects have yet to be selected and will be presented at the April meeting. 
2009 Education ï Laura Schumont reported that she has received Board approval to secure 
Patricia Rawlinson as a teacher during 2009 (the Board approved $75 fee prior to the meeting with 
Debra Houts making the motion and Sandy Tyo seconding; all in favor).  Laura also has photo  
copies of Patricia’s work available for members to view; projects have not yet been selected. Laura 
also reported that there will be a Reward Seminar in Feb/March 2009 at which Ruby Cler will teach a 
McNaughton project.  The seminar fee is 25 pence for each member. 
Michigan Mixer – Karen Capshaw reported that the Mixer’s theme is ―A 50’s Picnic in the Village‖ 
and will be held on April 26

th
.  Members are asked to wear 50’s themed clothing.  Karen also stated 

a need for table props.  Jean Belluz reported 77 persons registered with 5 classes still available.  
Laura Schumont needs 4 or 5 people to help paint cherries and ants on a raffle prize.  Gail Barton 
asked members to supply plastic trees and artificial plants/flowers for the decorations.   
Fall Event ï Doreen McLain and Cindy Williams will chair the event which will be on September 7

th
 

at the Greenmead Historical Park in the Alexander blue house.  Participation contracts will be avail-
able at the April meeting.  Doreen stated a need for the main raffle prize to be painted by a member.   
Secret Pal ï no report. 
Memory Box Program - Nancy Silver reminded members to put names on or in the donated boxes 
and to finish the inside and bottom of the boxes.   
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