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Elected Officers Voting  

President  
Susan Rhodes  (248) 437 -7019  

Rich_sue@hotmail.com  

Vice - President  

Jean Belluz   (248) 679 -8880  
belluz@optonline.net  

Secretary  

Debra Houts  (248) 486 -0421  

dblnk12@peoplepc.com  
Treasurer  

Kathy Fischer  (734) 429 -5328  

fischerk@umich.edu  

Elected Chairpersons Voting  

Newsletter Editor  
Karen Capshaw  (734) 397 -2543  

paintdrop@aol.com  

Education 2007  

Louise Brown  (586) 264 -5589  
lbcrafts@comcast.net  

Education 2008  

Paula Atkinson  (248) 585 -2238  

paulawog43@aol.com  
Maureen McWilliams  (248) 549 -0793  

maureenmcwilliams@wowway.com  

Membership  

Charlene DeBaske  (734) 425 -6168  

cddeb@sbcgolbal.net  
Ways and Means  

Tina Atkinson  (734) 451 -8662  

tlatkinson@comcast.net  

Kathy McDonald  (734) 7226456  
kmcdona1@hfhs.org  

Appointed (Standing Chairs)  

Librarians (2)  

Sue & Peggy VanDalen  (313) 268 -8381  
Sentinelpower007@comcast.net  

Historian  

Karen Copeland  (734) 697 -3834  

miren@comcast.net  
Publicity  

Sally Thirjung  (734) 983 -0009  

sthirjung@comcast.net  

Special Chairs  

Hospitality  
Debra Houts  (248) 486 -0421  

dblnkl2@peoplepc.com  

Sunshine  

Loretta Huebler  (734) 459 -4098  
lhuebler@comcast.net  

Memory Boxes  

Sharon Nicholas  (734) 420 -2881  

sharonicholas@msn.com  
Nancy Silver  (248) 478 -2537  

nsliv@aol.com  

Web Page  

Pam Raisanen  (810) 327 -2033  

raisanen@hughes.net  
Secret Pal  

Dawn Billiau  (734) 427 -0897  

dbilliau@comcast.net  

August Picnic  
Cathy Uhring  (734) 459 -3071  

cuhring245607mi@comcast.net  

Christmas Party  

Debra Houts  (248) 486 -0421  
dblnkl2@peoplepc.com  

Karen Capshaw  (734) 397 -2543  

paintdrop@aol.com  

Adopt - A- Family  
Jan Kaplan   (734) 425 -9115  

jkaplan@comcast.net  

Learn to Paint  

Sue & Peggy VanDalen  (313) 635 -7071  

SentinelPower@aol.com  
Community Service  

Prudy Hogrefe  (734) 464 -0610  

pahogrefe@aol.com  

Spring Fling  
Gail Barton   (734) 671 -5032  

gailbartonmi@hotmail.com  

Susan Rhodes  (248) 437 -7019  

Rich_sue@hotmail.com  
Audit  

Sandy Tyo   (734) 699 -3493  

brushqueen414@yahoo.com  

President Emeritus  

Laura Schumont  (734) 459 -2428  
schuie3@sbcglobal.net  

The Village Painters Christmas Party   
òTwas the Night Before Christmas ò 

 Thursday, December 6, 2007    6 pm social hour.  Dinner at 7. 
 

        

      Hawthorne Valley CC 

     7300 N. Merriman 

      Westland 48185 

      734-422-3440 

r Remember to bring your secret palôs gift. There will be a 

form there to sign up for the next yearôs secret pal program. 

      Contact Dawn Billiau if you have questions. 

r We will have a pence raffle again.  If you have a hand painted 

item to donate please see the Ways & Means sisters, Kathy 

and Tina, at the dinner (as early as possible). 

r Jan will be looking for your adopt a family gifts wrapped 

with a hand painted ornament and/or unwrapped items for 

Goodfellows.  If you have questions contact Jan Kaplan at  
      jan.kaplan@wowway.com or 734-425-9115 
r Want to exchange a gift?  Bring a wrapped gift valued at $10. 

Menu 
Mixed Toss Salad 

Fetucini Alfredo 

Baked Chicken 

Roast Sirloin of Beef 

Green Beans Almondine 

Boiled Redskin Potatoes 

Vanilla Ice Cream and Cake 

Cash bar 

        Thank you to the members who painted the favors.              

       You are going to love them!!  

Diana Winn, Sandy Freese, Sandy Tyo, Sharon Ferguson, 

Cathy Uhring, Char Debaske, Dawn  Billiau, Gale Copple, 

Jean Belluz, Joan Mueller, Loretta Huebler, Nancy 

Wheeler, and Paula Atkinson.  

mailto:jan.kaplan@wowway.com


 
President  ï Susan Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. 
 
Vice President - Jean Belluz extended a special welcome to guests and new members.  Jean recognized 
the Education chairs for a job well done in 2007 and Nancy Wheeler for her assistance with writing pence 
for those who participated with the Publicity craft sale.  She also recognized those who have coordinated 
painting challenges for the year and introduced the newest challenge presented by Maureen McWilliams 
and Paula Atkinson.  Participants of the new challenge will paint a pattern of choice on driftwood to be  
returned to the February meeting as Show and Tell items.  It was also suggested that participants paint a 
second piece with a Fall theme for the Fall Retreat in 2008.  Jean also recognized those who presented 
meeting programs for the year and requested volunteers to present program projects for 2008 with a  
seasonal theme.  The February 2008 project will be led by Sharon Ferguson who will teach a watercolor 
greeting card. 
 
Secretary  ï The minutes from the September 6, 2007 meeting were approved and filed. 
 
Treasurer - Kathy Fischer reported a total of $15,064.00 on deposit for Village Painters.   
 
Membership - Charlene DeBaske introduced one new member and noted that all members need to bring 
their 2008 National SDP membership cards to the February meeting.  
  
Education ï Paula Atkinson and Maureen McWilliams will chair the Paint With Us seminar scheduled for 
December 1, 2007 and are requesting volunteers for set up/take down.  Mary Ann Muir volunteered to  
assist.  Members were asked to bring an extra large dish for the luncheon. 
 
Paula Atkinson announced the Tea Party will be held March 15, 2008 at the senior center, and Mary  
Wiseman has agreed to teach a project on a china teapot with DecoArt Perm Enamels which will be  
furnished.  The party will include a luncheon, decorated hat competition, and door prizes. 
 
The Sherry Nelson seminar has been limited to 40 participants has 2 places available for all 3 days.   
Available individual days are yet to be determined. 
 
Maureen McWilliams requested members to volunteer to be committee members to plan the Fall Retreat 
Slumber Party. 
 
Publicity  ï Sally Thirjung noted a $850 profit from the Show and Sale mostly due to the raffles, and 
thanked the members who painted those items.  Sally presented a small gift to Connie Vasilnek for her  
extensive work at the sale.  
 
Doreen McLain recognized Laura Schumont for selling 60 tickets for the raffles at the Show and Sale. 
 
Christmas Party  ï Karen Capshaw noted that the partyôs details are in the newsletter; members will pay 
$15.00 and will be accepted by Karen and Debra Houts. 
 
Adopt -a-Family ï Jan Kaplan has found 2 needy families and also noted that Goodfellows are in need of 
gifts for persons 8 years old and above.  Members who wish to donate should wrap gifts to the family  
members and attach a handpainted ornament; gifts for the Goodfellows should be unwrapped. 
 
Michigan Mixer  ï Karen Capshaw reported that the committees are searching for volunteers/donors for 
filling baskets and donating painted items; sign up sheets are available at a designated table. 
 
Laura Schumont reviewed the Mixer classes and displayed the available projects to the membership. 
 

Minutes of the General Meeting  
October 4, 2007  



Minutes of the General Meeting October 2007  Continued  

 
Historian  ï Karen Copeland sent 5 photos of the Twentieth celebration to SDP of which 1 photo was  
selected for the Decorative Painter magazine; Karen reviewed the photo and read the caption to the  
membership. 
 
Susan Rhodes thanked Maureen VanBuhler for submitting the celebration article to the Observer. 
 
Memory Box Program  - Nancy Silver reported meeting the quota required by the hospitals and will bring 
boxes to view to the Christmas dinner.   
 
Nominating Committee ï Gail Barton presented the slate of nominations for the 2008 Village Painter 
Board.  A motion to accept the slate as presented was made by Charlene Wenzel and seconded by 
Dawn Billiau.  All present were in favor and the motion passed .  Gail asked for someone to volunteer to 
chair the 2008 Nominating Committee, Show and Sale, and Tole Month.  Melissa Favor will be a member of 
the Nominating Committee.  Doreen McLain and Cindy Williams will chair the Show and Sale. 
 
Sunshine  ï Loretta Huebler was not present.  Susan Rhodes and Jean Belluz selected and announced the 
winners of the birthday raffle; Septemberôs birthday winner was Cindy Williams, Octoberôs winner was Gail 
Barton. 
 
Old Business ï Susan reminded members to submit newsletter articles by the second Thursday of the 
month.  
 
Gail Barton stated that sign up sheets are available for the 2009 Spring Fling tables.   
 
New Business ï Laura Schumont asked for 12 to 16 volunteers to help children paint pumpkins on October 
20th at her workplace and will circulate a sign up sheet. 
 
Nancy Wheeler motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m. seconded by Maureen McWilliams.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Debra Houts, Secretary 
October 10, 2007 

President's Column: 
It's been a fun year for Village Painters.  We have had terrific 
education seminars, general meeting programs, a successful Spring 
Fling and òshow and saleó; as well, Village Painters donated 
many memory boxes, painted a clinic wall, donated sweatshirts to 
a womenõs center and painted pumpkins with children.  Now, we 
look forward to our Christmas Dinner. 
 
Blessed holiday greetings to you all! 
Susan Rhodes 


